Velopharyngeal incompetence.
The anatomy and physiology of the velopharyngeal mechanism are complex and not well understood. The pathogenesis and treatment of velopharyngeal incompetence have been discussed, and an illustrative case report of the use of a palatal lift appliance has been presented. Patients with velopharyngeal incompetence should be evaluated by a speech pathologist and the dentist; if indicated, an appropriate dental prosthesis should be used.